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quickly. Ferdinand escaped to the Papal States, and invoked the
help of the Austrians; his irresponsible power was restored, with
all the usual atrocities of a White Terror. These incidents were a
lesson to liberals, and kept them quiet on the Continent for
some years.
The part played by Alexander, who had been himself a liberal,
is psychologically interesting. It was fortunate for Metternich
that, at the crucial moment, a mutiny occurred in the Semionovsky
regiment, of which Alexander had, till then, thought very highly.
It was a very mild mutiny, occasioned by the intolerable bru-
tality of a new Colonel. Trie Emperor, while letting it appear
as if he were leaving the matter to his minister Arakcheev, in
fact concerned himself personally with the punishment of the
mutineers, and insisted upon sentences of incredible severity
under a hypocritical form of clemency. For example: *H.M. the
Emperor, in consideration both of the long preventive detention
of the undermentioned men, and of their record of service
under fire, deigns to spare them the degrading penalty of the
knout, and to cause to be inflicted upon each of them six
thousand strokes of the rod, after which they shall be sent to
forced labour in the mines.'
At practically the same moment he was writing to his religious
friend Prince Golitzin:
I abandon myself completely to His direction, to His deter-
minations, and it is He who ordains and places matters; I
merely follow in complete abandonment, persuaded as I am in
my heart that this can only lead to the goal which His economy
has decided for the common good.
These pious reflections, written at the time of the Congress of
Laibach, occur in a long letter justifying his policy towards Naples
which the Prince had ventured to criticize. Alexander professes
himself at a loss to imagine the reason for criticism, which
cannot spring from a belief on your part that the disorganizing
principles which, in less than six months, have revolutionized
three countries, and which threaten to spread and embrace all
Europe, should be quietly endured.9 For these principles, he con-
tinues, are directed not only against thrones, but against the
Christian religion. He then proceeds to compare the King of
Naples to Judith and the Neapolitan revolutionaries to Holo-
feraes, in order to prove that God can give the victory to the